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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  the  Report  upon 
this  district  for  1922. 

The  population,  as  forecasted  in  my  last  Report,  is  now 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  (leneral  in  excess  of  22.000,  namelj 
22,160.  The  probability  of  any  error  being  that  the  actual 
number  would  be  in  excess  of  this  and  not  the  reverse. 

This  authority  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  completion 
of  the  Housing  scheme.  All  the  property  being  in  occupation 
and  Company’s  water  now  laid  on  by  a new  public  main 
in  Chesham  Bois,  and  by  special  service  from  the  main  at 
Piggott’s  Orchard,  .‘\mersham. 

The  advantage  of  a supply  of  Company’s  water  to  the 
village  of  Seer  Green  is  recognised  by  this  Council,  and  there 
is  little  doubt  that  with  the  personal  and  material  assistance 
afforded  by  our  present  Chairman,  F.  Nash,  Esq.,  that  the 
negotiations  will  terminate  successfully. 

As  regards  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  for  recent  years  a 
word  of  explanation  is  nece'^sai)'  for  the  year  under  reviev\  : — 

1921.  1922. 

Birth  Rate  ...  20'5  ...  i8‘5 

Death  Rate  ...  9 0 ...  i ro 

.■\.s  regarus  the  latter  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
very  exceptional  season  of  1921  prolonged  a number  of  lives 
that  otherwise  would,  in  the  course  of  nature,  have  terminated 
in  that  vear.  These  carried  over  to  the  next  year  added  to 
the  burden  of  1^22.  The  prominent  factor  in  the  Birth  rate 
return  is  the  economic  one. 

The  figure  for  water  certificates  issued  demonstrates  the 
great  activity  now  in  progress  in  the  building  trade  in  this 
district. 

Mr.  Crowhurst,  your  Inspector,  has  again  maintained  his 
high  standard  of  work  during  the  year. 

I remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  SHERWOOD  NEW. 
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Causes  of  Death. 
Amersham  Kural  District— 1922. 

Males. 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Intluenza  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Tuberculosis: — Itespiratory  system  ...  ...  11 

All  other  systems  ...  ...  2 

Cancer: — Malignant  disease  .. . ...  . iq 

Diabetes  . ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . ...  ...  ...  3 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ..  20 

Arteris  Sclerosis  . . ...  ...  . . 3 

bronchities  ..  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ..  ...  ...  i 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum  ...  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ..  ...  i 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  o 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  o 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  o 

Accidents  of  Pregnancy  ...  ...  o 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation  ...  5 

Suicide  . . ...  ...  ...  . . ...  i 

Other  deaths  from  violence-  .. , ...  4 

Other  defined  diseases  .. . ...  ...  27 

Causes  unknown  ...  ...  ...  2 


Females. 

1 
6 
8 

2 

H 

2 

5 

29 

2 

9 

5 

I 

I 

0 

1 


1 

2 
o 
2 

31 

2 

127 


INFANTILE  DE.ATHS. 

.Males. 

Under  i year — Legitimate  . ...  10 

,,  ,,  Illegillmale  ...  ..  o 


Females 

6 


10  7 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Premature  Birth  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 
Convulsions 
.Marasmus  . . . 

Castro  enteritis 
Septicaemia... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Intus-susception 
Cause  unknown 
Meningitis  ... 

17 


I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

I 
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POPULATION. 


Taken  on  basis  of  Civilians  only—  22,160, 


Males. 

Females 

Births — Total 

214 

182 

Legitimate 

. . 202 

172 

Illegitimate 

12 

10 

Deaths — Total 

118 

127 

Tuberculosis. 

Males. 

Females, 

Notified 

17  ...  10 

7 

Pulmonary...  ...  10 

Gland  and  Joint  ...  3 

\’isceral  ...  ...  4 


Deaths  from  tuberculous  affections  during  the  year  — 
Males — II.  Females — 10. 


Fevers  notified, 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 


52 

t5 

6 

•5 

I 

I 

80 


Removed  to  Hospital, 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

Diphtheria 


7 

6 


13 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


I. -GENERAL. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  478 

Number  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ..  67 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  387 

Notices  served  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  56 

Nuisances  abated — 

(a)  by  persons  responsible  .. . ..  ..  397 

(b)  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Convictions  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


II. -HOUSE  NUISANCES. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ...  81 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  22 

Pavements  repaired .. . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowding  abated  ..  ...  ..  -.  n 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  ..  ...  -.  38 

Other  house  defects  remedied  ...  ...  65 


III.— DRAINS,  W.C.’s.  Etc. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated  . ...  ...  27 

New  drains  made  ...  ...  ...  .•  ■-  18 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  ...  . • ■ . 5 

W.C.'s  repaired  ...  ..  13 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  ...  ...  ..  7 

Earth  closets,  privies,  repaired  ...  ...  15 


IV.— WATER  SUPPLY. 


Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without). ..  ...  41 

Samples  of  water  analysed,  good  o,  bad.  ...  ...  8 

Water  certificates  granted  ...  . ■ 226 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired  . ..  ...  ■ 19  ' 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  ...  ...  . ■ 3 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  . . ■■■  • nil 
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V.— FOOD. 

Seizures  of  unsound  food — 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  215 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  76 

Pork  ...  ...  . . ...  63 

Surrenders  of  unsound  food-- 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  33 

Pork 28 


VI.— SL.A.UGHTE[^  HOUSES. 
Number  on  register  ... 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 

VIP— B.\KE  HOUSES. 

Number  on  register  ... 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


354 


348 


14 

56 

22 

22 


25 

56 
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VIII.— D.4IRIES,  COWSHEDS,  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  register  31 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  register  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 each 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ..  ...  si 


IX. — FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  on  register  ..  ...  ..  . . ...  ...  27 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 each 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  . . ...  3 

Number  of  defects  remedied  . . . . ...  3 

X. — VARIOUS. 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 and  5 each 

Houses  disinfected  (including  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  63 
Other  items  (Canal  Boats,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 
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Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Acts  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  such  Houses  found  unfit  for  habitation  ...  . . 5 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  representations 
were  made  to  the  Local  Autliority  with  a view  to  making 
closing  orders  ...  ..  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

w'ere  made  bv  the  Local  Authority  ..  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  Dw-elling  Houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

wdthout  making  closing  orders  . ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

(Note  — Most  of  these  old  defects  now  attended  to). 

Number  of  Dw'elling  Houses  rendered  fit  for  habitation  after 

the  making  of  closing  orders  . ...  ..  nil 

Demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  nil 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  defects  w'ere  remedied  by  Local 

.Authority  and  cost  recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  Houses  in  whicli  defects  were  remedied  by  Local 

.Authority  and  costs  not  yet  recovered. . . ...  ...  ...  nil 


General  Character  of  Defects  Found. 


(и)  Drainage  Defects...  ..  ...  ..  ...  13 

(b)  Closets  insufficient  or  defective  ...  ...  10 

(c)  Water  Supph'  exposed  to  pollution  ...  ...  ' 1 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air  ...  ...  ii 

(e)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(/)  Insufficient  Light...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(g)  Dirty  by  default  of  tenant  ...  ...  ...  19 

(h)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  ...  ...  ...  27 

(i)  Insufficient  paving  ...  ...  ...  o 

(j)  Defective  methods  of  refuse  disposal  ...  ...  23 

(к)  Internal  structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  29 

(1)  Defective  roofs,  gutters,  rain  pipes  ...  ...  14 
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